
OLVER ANNOUNCES $750,000 FOR PROJECTS AIMED AT IMPROVING THE ECONOMY OF THE NORTHERN TIER REGION

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved federal funding for two projects aimed at improving the economy of the Northern Tier region.

   The funding would specifically benefit Greenfield Community College's efforts toward creating a performing arts center and the expansion of Mass Country Roads, a traveler and tourism website.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.

  Olver said, "The Northern Tier region has a wealth of cultural resources, many of which are underdeveloped.  This funding will help to develop a much needed space in which to showcase local talent and expand a venue to promote our regional assets."

     The funding is included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report. The House and Senate approved the bill on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The bill now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$100,000 for Greenfield Community College to study the feasibility of a performing arts center

  The Northern Tier initiative identified a lack of performance space as a barrier to the further development of the arts and culture economic sector.  Currently, no performing arts venue exists in Franklin County that would allow for major artistic showcases, inherently limiting the types of cultural events that can be brought to this rural region.  With this money, Greenfield Community College would contract for a feasibility study and architectural design for a campus-based performing arts center.  In turn, this investment will enhance Greenfield Community College's renowned fine and performing arts departments and promote the region's arts and culture industries.

$650,000 for Mass Country Roads Traveler and Tourism Website, www.masscountryroads.com

   These funds will go toward the expansion of the Mass Country Roads website through additional marketing, as well as geographically and in content. Currently, the website provides information about lodging, food and other traveler accommodations, current and seasonal events, motorist information such as weather alerts, construction information, and accident updates.

  With these monies the site will expand beyond Franklin County to include the Hilltowns, as well as Berkshire, Hampshire and North Worcester counties. In content, Mass Country Roads will expand its motorist information and will include Northern Tier and scenic roads initiatives.

  Both of these projects grew from a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier region of Massachusetts.

  Olver said, "I am pleased to have been able to fund many of the initiatives that the Northern Tier working groups have worked so hard to develop."

  The Northern Tier region is in northwest Massachusetts, running from the New York border east to Gardner. The Northern Tier faces unique economic challenges stemming from its historic loss of its manufacturing base, and census data shows that many of the stateís poorest communities are concentrated here.

  To address these challenges, in FY03 Olver secured $150,000 in federal funding for the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) to create a strategic plan to rebuild the economy of the Northern Tier.  FRCOG commissioned Mt. Auburn Associates of Northampton, a consulting firm specializing in economic development issues.  The firm spent a year working with a steering committee of regional planners, economic development and housing officials, and political and business leaders to develop the plan, which was completed in the fall of 2004.

  ###

Additional media contacts:

GCC:  Bob Pura, President of Greenfield Community College, 413-775-1410

Mass Country Roads:
 Paul Schuldiner, UMASS RTIC, 413-545-2688
 Linda Dunlavey, Franklin Regional Council of Governments, 413-774-3167 x 103                
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