
OLVER ANNOUNCES $200,000 FOR YOUTH ENTREPREUNERS IN HOLYOKE

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $200,000 for the Solutions Community Development Corporation (CDC) in Holyoke to establish the Youth Enterprise Plaza, which will create a permanent location for a youth-run ice cream shop in the city.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked to secure the funding.

    "A youngster's first job is a critical stepping-stone to career development, and could even lead to a career in small business management or ownership," Olver said. "Youth entrepreneurs in Holyoke have been operating a successful pushcart ice cream business and I'm pleased this funding will establish a permanent location for the business. The Youth Enterprise Plaza will also be a safe and inviting environment where Holyoke's younger and largely Latino population can express their talents and creativity."

    The funding was included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report. The House and Senate approved the bill on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The bill now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  Solutions (CDC) has developed a plan to establish the Youth Enterprise Plaza based on four years of providing experiential entrepreneurship training to in-school and out-of-school youth.

   Solutions' youth entrepreneurs operate a pushcart ice cream business. The Youth Enterprise Plaza would establish a permanent location for Holyoke's Own Chillin' Ice Cream Shop in downtown Holyoke. It would also offer a commercial venue under one roof for other micro-businesses managed by young adults. Under the direction of Solutions CDC, these businesses will both receive technical assistance as well as offer on-the-job training opportunities to prepare youth for their first job.  The Plaza would serve as a place for youth to be both customers and employees in training.

    ###

  For more information, contact Gregory Schwartz, Director, Solutions Community Development Corporation, at 413-315-6017.
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