
OLVER ANNOUNCES $1 MILLION FOR SPECIAL COMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICES SERVING THE NORTH QUABBIN AREA

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress approved $1 million for special transit services in the North Quabbin region, such as Dial-A-Ride and G-Link.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked to secure the funding.

  "There is a tremendous need for good, reliable public transportation in this region. Local transit services provide a low-cost means for people to get around," Olver said. "This funding will support critical local transit services for people who need to travel to their jobs, school, childcare and the doctor."

  The funding was included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005. The conference report now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  The conference report contains the following earmarks:

$500,000 for the G-Link

  This funding will support the G-Link, a fixed-route scheduled transportation service connecting Greenfield and Gardner. Coordination between the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA) and the Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) allows feeder services to connect with G-Link.

  The majority of passengers use the G-Link to travel to and from work, while others use it to get to employment training and social service destinations. The service, therefore, assists the productivity of area employers by providing safe and consistent service for employees.

  There are close to 100 daily riders on the section of the route running between Athol, Orange and Gardner.  An additional 50 passengers use the service to travel between Winchendon and Gardner. Passengers contribute to the service by paying a fare of at least one dollar for each trip.

   For more information, contact Mohammed Kahn, MART, at 978-345-7711 or Denise Wallenius, FRTA, at 413-774-2262.

$500,000 for Community Transit Services (CTS)

  Community Transit Services (CTS), a non-profit public transportation provider based in Athol, provides transit services to residents in the North Quabbin region to access education, employment and medical services. The funding will allow CTS to increase services for the unemployed, underemployed and working poor in the rural Northern Tier.

   This funding will allow CTS to continue to provide feeder service to the G-Link fixed route system operated by Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA) and Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) and provide linking service with the G-Link at the renovated bus transfer station in the former Athol train depot.  The funding will also allow CTS to continue to provide Dial-A-Ride service, which provides transportation to anyone in need of a ride seven days a week, 24 hours a day.

   Services provided by CTS are particularly important to people with disabilities, senior citizens and the working poor who are unable to use the fixed route service because of the distance from their homes to the bus stops. Its ridership has continued to increase each year.

  For more information, contact Fran Gromelski, director of CTS, at 978-575-9966.
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