
OLVER ANNOUNCES $600,000 FOR HISTORIC RESTORATION INITIATIVES IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Congress has approved $600,000 in fiscal year 2006 funding for two historic restoration projects in Berkshire County.

  The funding is included in the fiscal year (FY) 2006 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report approved by the House and Senate on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked to secure the funding.  The conference report now goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  The two projects are:

$300,000 for facility renovation and disability access improvements to the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center in Great Barrington

  The Mahaiwe Theater was built in 1905 and is currently awaiting inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.  As part of the restoration project, the theater's facilities will brought in line with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

  "When restored, the Mahaiwe will be a premier performing arts presenting house in the Commonwealth for the twenty-first century," Olver said.  "It's important that everyone have access to the theater so it can be universally enjoyed."

  For more information on this project, contact Lola Jafee, President and Board Chair, Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, at 413-644-9040.

$300,000 for the Edith Wharton Restoration, Inc. in Lenox

   Edith Wharton Restoration (EWR) plans to restore the historic Stable at the Mount to house its historic library.  The Mount is the only monument honoring Edith Wharton in the United States, and the library would be open to the general public as a unique resource for scholars and visitors seeking insight into her life and intellectual and creative accomplishments.  The Stable was designed and built in 1902, and as such, is in disrepair.  Should action not be taken soon, the Stable will collapse and be rendered useless.

  "Upgrading and restoring the Stable will increase the Mount's viability as a tourist attraction and an economic stimulus in the Berkshires," said Olver.

  For more information on this project, contact Stephanie Copeland, President, Edith Wharton's The Mount, at 413-637-1899.
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