
KENNEDY, KERRY AND OLVER ANNOUNCE NEARLY $3 MILLION FOR HOLYOKE MULTIMODAL CENTER AND PICKNELLY EDUCATION CENTER

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Senator John F. Kerry and Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives approved $1.75 million to complete the construction of the Holyoke Multimodal Transportation Center and $1.23 million to establish the Picknelly Adult and Family Education Center on the upper two floors of the multimodal center.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked with Senators Kennedy and Kerry to secure this funding.

    The funding is included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations conference report approved by the House today. After the Senate approves the conference report, which is expected to happen soon, it will then go to presidentís desk for a signature.

  "In Holyoke, we're all working together to build a strong future for our families and our community," Senator Kennedy said. "Educational achievement is the pathway to economic improvement, and we're very fortunate to have such committed partners leading the way. I'm grateful our colleagues have approved this critically important funding request."

 Senator Kerry said, "The Multimodal Transportation Center will be valuable asset to the city of Holyoke . It is an innovative project that will provide needed transportation options for city residents. Together with the Picknelly Adult and Family Education Center, this project will provide much needed resources for city residents. I am proud to have worked with Congressman Olver and Senator Kennedy to secure funds for this important undertaking."

  Congressman Olver said, "Adult literacy is an important piece of Holyoke's efforts toward revitalization.  Currently one in every four residents of Holyoke is an adult in need of some form of basic skills instruction.  The Picknelly Adult and Family Education Center will triple the city's adult basic education capacity and will offer college courses at both Holyoke Community College and other institutions of higher education through the Centerís videoconferencing facilities.  Having the Center located in Holyoke's new Multimodal Transportation Center means that this programming will now become easily accessible to the greater community."

   This funding will allow the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority to construct a three story parking garage for bus, passenger and visitor parking at the Holyoke Multimodal Transportation Center and to establish the Picknelly Adult &amp; Family Education Center at the multimodal center.

    Currently more than 1,500 passengers a day load and unload at Veteran's park, where there is minimal shelter and no amenities.  When complete the Center will house an information center, ticket counter, kiosk showing real-time bus locator information, a passenger waiting area, public telephones and washrooms and food amenities.

  The goal of the Picknelly Adult and Family Education Center is to provide an assessable downtown location where Holyoke residents can obtain adult educational opportunities such as ESL, GED, college preparation and transition programs, family literacy programs, individualized tutoring, and credit-bearing coursework at Holyoke Community College (HCC).

  The center will include instructional rooms, two computer laboratories and a state-of-the-art information technology and video conferencing center.

 ###  For additional information, contact:
 Sandra Sheehan, PVTA, 413-732-6248
 Gary Shepard, PVTA, 413-732-6248
 Bill Messner, President of Holyoke Community College, 413-552-2700
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