
OLVER ANNOUNCES $240,000 FOR PROGRAM THAT ASSISTS LAW ENFORCEMENT IN MISSING CHILD CASES

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved $240,000 in fiscal year 2006 funding to establish a local arm of A Child Is Missing in the greater Gardner area.

  A Child Is Missing is a non-profit organization that assists law enforcement agencies in the first few hours after a child or an elderly adult is reported missing. The Molly Bish Institute at Mount Wachusett Community College in Gardner will coordinate community awareness training for area residents about the A Child Is Missing system.

    The funding is included in the FY06 Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations conference report approved by the House last week (Nov. 9). Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding. After the Senate approves the conference report, which is expected to happen soon, it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "This system, as tested by law enforcement, has the potential for saving those first few precious hours," Olver said. "This funding will go a long way -- all towns and law enforcement agencies in the 1st Congressional District, as well as the rest of Massachusetts, will benefit from this program."

  The funds will be used to search for missing children and the elderly, conduct child safety programs, and assist law enforcement agencies throughout the 1st Congressional District and Massachusetts with important cases and public awareness.

    A Child Is Missing, which assists all Massachusetts law enforcement agencies, has an advanced, telephony computer system that can place 1,000 emergency telephone calls every 60 seconds to residents and businesses in the area where the missing child or elderly adult was last seen. The program assists in all missing cases whether they involve abduction, children who are lost, wander or run away, the elderly, or mentally and physically challenged individuals.

   A Child Is Missing works in concert with the Amber Alert and all child safety programs. A Child Is Missing can be accessed from anywhere in the United States and is available to law enforcement 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 days a year. The program's services are provided free of charge to law enforcement and helps them save lives. ACIM plans to partner with Mount Wachusett Community College to provide training opportunities to law enforcement personnel as well as the general public.

 ###

  For more information, contact LeaAnn Erickson,  Mount Wachusett Community College, at 978-632-6600.  
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