
OLVER ANNOUNCES $200,000 FOR QUABBIN MEDIATION, INC.

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives approved $200,000 in fiscal year 2006 funding to develop a bystander training program to address violence in the North Quabbin region.  Quabbin Mediation, Inc., based in Orange, will work in partnership with the Psychology of Peace and Violence Prevention program at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst to create, implement, evaluate and publish for replication a bystander training curriculum.

    The funding is included in the FY06 Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations conference report approved by the House yesterday.  Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding. After the Senate approves the conference report, it goes to the presidentís desk to be signed into law.

  "I am pleased that this funding has been awarded to Quabbin Mediation to work in partnership with an innovative program at UMass," Olver said. "Quabbin Mediation has done very good work in developing programs for youth, families and the community, and I commend them for continuing to look for new ways to address conflict and violence."

  The North Quabbin Bystander Training Program will define the roles and responsibilities of bystanders, help people understand and overcome the influences present in many situations that inhibit bystander action, help people develop awareness of the power they hold as bystanders, and prepare them for decision-making when in a bystander role.

   A basic Bystander Training curriculum will be developed and taught to police and student peer mediators who will then teach the curriculum to local middle school students. The curriculum will be developed in the poor, rural nine-town North Quabbin region of Massachusetts, an area with an extraordinarily high rate of violence. The North Quabbin region includes Athol, Orange, Erving, New Salem, Wendell, Petersham, Warwick, Royalston and Phillipston.

    Quabbin Mediation's mission is to weave the language and process of creative problem solving into the fabric of the community by mediation cases that arise in all areas of community life, by teaching mediation and conflict resolution skills, and by implementing other forms of innovative dispute resolution.

  ###

 For more information, contact Sharon Tracy, Executive Director, Quabbin Mediation, Inc. at 978-544-6142  
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