
HOWDEN FARM INSTALLS SOLAR PANELS

  
 Sheffield, MAóNew solar panels are being installed at the Howden Farm.  These ground-mounted panels use semiconductor technology to convert sunlight into pollution-free electricity.

    The one kilowatt solar photovoltaic (PV) system is made up of 4 ASE-300 solar modules manufactured by Schott Solar of Billerica, Mass.  These modules are expected to remain functional for 30 years.  Howden Farm will use the electricity produced by the PV system to power a drip irrigation system for its pick your own raspberries and blueberries and potentially to irrigate some pumpkin fields.

    The Howden solar electric system includes a monitoring system that will provide data about the electricity production on the Soltrex website: http://www.soltrex.com.  Farmers and others from across the region can access information about the electricity production of the system.

    The Howden family has farmed this land since 1939.  Bruce Howden's father developed the pumpkin varieties called the Howden Pumpkin and the Howden Biggie, both are long lasting jack o'lanterns.  The farm's mission is "to maintain the agricultural integrity and heritage of this farm, by raising the Howden pumpkin varieties and other quality produce."  The installation of the solar electric system adds another dimension to the farm's effort to be sustainable.  In addition, the Howden Farm has invested in energy efficiency, including replacing incandescent lights with compact fluorescent bulbs, air-sealing and insulating parts of the 1830 farmhouse.

    According to Bruce Howden, "The Howden Farm works to be as sustainable as possible.  The solar panels reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and now we are starting to farm the sun's energy.  The sun is the source of our food and to use its power to create electricity is very exciting.  I hope that those who visit the farm for fresh, local berries or to pick their own pumpkins will become interested in the panels and start asking questions about them.  Farmers across New England will find the information about the system online and can use it as a guide to help them determine how they can use the sun to produce electricity on their farms."

   Congressman John W. Olver is pleased to see the panels installed at the Howden Farm.  "Bruce Howden is demonstrating leadership by embracing solar technology.  This technology is good for the Berkshires, for the climate and for the local economy.  I applaud the steps the Howden Farm is taking to reduce their overall use of energy and to become a small energy producer.  It is a win-win situation all around."

    The solar energy system was designed and installed by Berkshire Photovoltaic Services of Adams, Massachusetts based on calculations for a drip-irrigation system developed by John Howell, retired from University of Massachusetts Extension.

    The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) coordinated the installation through funding from the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program of the USDA and through an incentive program funded by the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC) Renewable Energy Trust.  The U.S. Department of Energy contributed grant support.

    "Many people worked together to make this project happen, including Bruce Howden and David Prouty, John Howell and Cathy Roth, both now retired from University of Massachusetts Extension." CET Director of Communications Ruth Dinerman said. "Howden Farm is demonstrating its commitment to clean energy and showcasing for the public how such leadership is possible and important.  We look forward to working with Howden Farm to educate the general public about the benefits of clean, local, renewable energy."

      According to Jim Christo, of the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, "The Renewable Energy Trust is working with organizations like CET to help hundreds of homes, businesses, universities and other buildings across Massachusetts harness clean electricity from solar panels.  In just two years we have doubled the number of solar installations across the state with almost 300 new systems now registered on the Production Tracking System totaling more than 1.5 megawatts of clean energy."

   For more information about the Howden Farm photovoltaic system or other renewable energy technologies in the Berkshires, please visit: www.berkshirerenewables.org or contact Nancy Nylen at CET at 413-445-4556, ext 10.

ABOUT the Center for Ecological Technology www.cetonline.org
 Established in 1976, CET, a non-profit organization, provides residents, businesses and communities with the tools to make it easy and affordable to carry out our daily lives in a more environmentally sound manner.  CET's work focuses on energy efficiency, renewable energy, waste management and environmental education. CET also offers a green electricity product, called New England Green Start to National Grid customers. CET is an equal opportunity service provider and is funded, in part, by the Massachusetts Cultural Council a state agency.

ABOUT the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC)
 WWW.MASSTECH.ORG
 MTC, an independent economic development agency, administers the state's Renewable Energy Trust, which was established to increase the supply and demand for renewable energy. The Trust is working with industry leaders and world-class academic institutions to generate new enthusiasm among consumers in targeted areas leading to the installation of nearly 250 solar systems. The MTC has awarded more than $20 million in grants to help strengthen the solar industry in Massachusetts by supporting local manufacturing companies and installing solar panels on homes, schools and businesses across the state.

ABOUT Northeast Sustainable Energy Research and Education (Northeast SARE)
 Northeast SARE works to ensure that "agriculture in the Northeast will be diversified and profitable, providing healthful products to its customers; it will be conducted by farmers who manage resources wisely, who are satisfied with their lifestyles, and have a positive influence on their communities and the environment."  Part of USDA, Northeast SARE supports research and education that helps build the future economic viability of agriculture in the United States.
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