
OLVER ANNOUNCES 2ND ANNUAL GREAT NORTHERN TIER GEOCACHING TOURNAMENT

  
 Wendell, Mass. ‚ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the 2nd Annual Great Northern Tier Geocaching Tournament will take place in the North Quabbin region on August 19 and 20.

  Expert and amateur geocachers, individuals and families are invited to join the hunt for "caches" hidden throughout the North Quabbin region's forests, parks, farms and cultural sites using a hand-held GPSr (Geographic Positioning System) unit and a list of coordinates.

   The two-day tournament is expected to draw more than 200 people from all over New England to an area rich in natural beauty and cultural heritage along the Route 2 corridor between Petersham and Montague, from the Massachusetts/New Hampshire border to the northern end of the Quabbin Reservoir.

   The tournament is being organized and sponsored by a cooperative of non-profit organizations, state environmental agencies and businesses from the region, along with Congressman Olver.

   "This unique event will take participants to interesting natural, cultural and agricultural areas in the North Quabbin area, which is part of the Northern Tier region of Massachusetts," Olver said. "Ecotourism and outdoor recreation is an area that, if further cultivated, can help strengthen the economy of the Northern Tier region. This geocaching event is an outgrowth of the good work of those involved in the plan to develop ecotourism in the region."

  The free event is based at Wendell State Forest in Wendell, Mass., where camping will be available to participants Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights for a $10 fee per vehicle.

   Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunt. A set of coordinates is entered into a hand-held GPSr unit and a system of satellites lead the user to the treasure, known as a cache. More than 40 new caches will be hidden throughout the greater North Quabbin region, including the towns of Athol, Barre, Erving, Montague, New Salem, Northfield, Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Warwick and Wendell. The caches will contain information relating to the natural and cultural heritage of the area, as well as a stamp to confirm that a team found a cache.

   This year's tournament will appeal to a wider variety of recreation enthusiasts. Specific caches will be placed for mountain bikers, hikers and paddlers. A limited supply of canoes will be available for rent.

  The purpose of this event is to introduce more people to geocaching and to the North Quabbin region in North Central Massachusetts, an area rich in natural and cultural history that offers a wealth of recreational and educational opportunities. Geocaching is the perfect outdoor recreational opportunity for families and is capturing the attention of tens of thousands of people around the world. For some the event will be a competition, but for many others simply a weekend of fun and recreation.

   Registration will begin Saturday, August 20 from 8 to 9 a.m. Beginner training on GPSr units will be provided Saturday, August 19 at 8 a.m. and at 9:30 a.m., and GPSr units will be available for rent or sale during the event.

   At 9 a.m. on Saturday, participating teams will each receive a booklet with cache locations and will race to find as many caches as possible before the event ends at 3 p.m. on Sunday.

   For each cache found, participants receive points and raffle tickets used for chances at array of prizes from local business sponsors such as overnight bed and breakfast stays, restaurant gift certificates and local farm products.

   A chicken barbecue and vegetarian option will be provided on Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m. for participants for a fee. An awards ceremony is planned for Sunday at 4:30 p.m.

   Participants are encouraged to register on-line and to confirm canoe rentals by August 16.

  For event information, rules and registration visit www.northquabbinwoods.org or call North Quabbin Woods at 978-544-3332.

  The Great Northern Tier Geocaching Tournament is being organized by the Office of Congressman John W. Olver, MassCountryRoads.com, The Trustees of Reservations, Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, New England Naturalist Training Center, the Office of State Representative Stephen Kulik, geocacher Nomad64, the New England Forestry Foundation, and North Quabbin Woods.

  Sponsors include Stevens Farm B&amp;B, the North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce, Trail Head Store, 1794 Meetinghouse, Athol Hannaford's, Winterwood at Petersham, Hartmanís Herb Farm, Johnson's Farm, and 97.3FM WJDF.
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