
OLVER GAINS KEY CHAIRMANSHIP

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Today, new Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the Members House Democratic Caucus named Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) Chairman of the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee.  The panel is one of twelve bill-writing subdivisions of the House Appropriations Committee.

   The Transportation-HUD Subcommittee funds all programs and sub-agencies of the Department of Transportation, including those related to aviation, surface transportation, maritime and rail systems, as well as HUD, the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness and the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation.

  "The ability to shape our transportation strategies and housing policies from a Democratic perspective is a great position to be in," Olver said.  "I'm thrilled to have the chance to write major legislation in these areas on an annual basis."

  Olver indicated a strong interest in the link between transportation and energy and environmental issues. "How do you move a growing U.S. population from home to work and elsewhere, but cut back on our reliance on burning fossil fuels that release heat-trapping carbon dioxide into the atmosphere?  We need a lot more thought and work in this area," said Olver.

  Olver also recognized the macroeconomic component of effective transportation development.

   "Better roads, bridges, airports, commuter rail systems and other public transit options are needed to connect people to educational centers, health and social services and, perhaps most importantly, good jobs.  Job growth is in part dependent upon accessibility," Olver noted.  "In the current federal fiscal environment, however, resources are very limited, so it's going be quite a task to figure out how to move the country forward on transportation issues while maintaining a tight overall budget," Olver added.

    Olver commented on the importance of HUD programs to the First Congressional District and the nation. "In the First District, there are a number of cities where urban re-development is the major economic challenge.  Safeguarding HUD programs such as Community Development Block Grants will be a key concern of mine," Olver said.  "And, nationally, funding for affordable housing programs has been nearly frozen for the past several years, but the need for federal assistance far outstrips the availability. Even though this is going to be a difficult year fiscally, I'll do my best to help ensure that funding for programs like Section 8 tenant-based and project-based housing assistance better reflects the needs of the country.²

   Olver even linked housing to energy and environmental issues.

   "When adding to or renovating our stock of low-income and mixed-income public housing, we need to think about significantly increasing energy efficiency and utilizing more renewable energy sources," said Olver.

   Congressman Olver will also serve on the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, on which he served in the previous (i.e. 109th) Congress and will additionally be a new member of the Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee.

   In addition, Olver was also named a Senior Whip by House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn.  Congressman Olver served as an Assistant Whip in the 109th Congress.  The Whip organization works to build a majority of votes and ensure passage of major Democratic legislative initiatives.  In addition to Member-to-Members persuasion, Senior Whips will contribute to the Democratic Caucus' strategic planning.
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