
OLVER ANNOUNCES LEGISLATION TO DESIGNATE NEW ENGLAND SCENIC TRAIL

  
 WASHINGTON ­ Today Congressman John W. Olver announced the introduction of the New England National Scenic Trail Designation Act.  This legislation would amend the National Trail System Act to designate the Monadnock, Metacoment and Mattabesett (MMM) Trail System as the New England National Scenic Trail.

     "These trails are a unique collection of scenic, historical and geological treasures," Olver said.  "Local volunteers have played and will continue to play a critical role in the maintenance of these treasures over the years.  Designation as a National Scenic Trail would provide an infusion of federal resources that will help further all their efforts."

   The New England National Scenic Trail extends 220 miles from the border of New Hampshire in the town of Royalston, MA to Long Island Sound in the town of Guilford, CT.  It encompasses the MMM Trail System which is a 90-mile trail route that has been in existence for over half a century.  It travels through 39 communities in central Connecticut and western Massachusetts.  The Trail System hosts an array of scenic features, diverse ecosystems, and historic sites.

     Currently more than two million people live within ten miles of the trail system.  As development continues to change the landscape of southern New England, portions of the MMM Trail System have experienced increasing pressures that threaten the long-term viability of this continuous long-distance trail.  The legislation will help to protect this regional treasure for generations to come.

     Concerned with the future viability of the trail, Congressman Olver introduced a bill in May 2001 that the House passed in October 2001 to authorize the Department of Interior to conduct a feasibility study of the Monadnock, Metacomet and Mattabesett trails for possible designation as a National Scenic Trail.  Over the past five years public working groups in Massachusetts and Connecticut assisted in the completion of the study and drafting of this legislation.  Involvement has been open to all interested parties with considerable effort placed on engaging trail landowners and community leaders.

   The study, released in Spring 2006, concludes that National Scenic Trail designation is the most feasible way to generate the necessary increased levels of attention and resources to ensure the long-term viability of the MMM Trail System. 

    The bill being introduced today follows the recommendation of the feasibility study by designating the MMM Trail System a National Trail.

   "Congressman Olver's leadership has been instrumental in moving the vision of the New England National Scenic Trail toward reality," said Heather Clish, the Appalachian Mountain Club's Director of Trails Stewardship. "The trail's route passes through areas that exemplify the quintessential New England landscape, and its proximity to highly populated areas make it a truly extraordinary recreational and community resource. Having built and maintained the Massachusetts section of this trail, AMC looks forward to working with Congressman Olver and his co-sponsors to pass this legislation and to working with other regional and local stakeholders to ensure this trail can be enjoyed by many generations to come."

   Adam R. Moore, Executive Director of the Connecticut Forest &amp; Park Association, said, "The Connecticut Forest &amp; Park Association is delighted at the news that Congressman John Olver has introduced the New England National Scenic Trail bill.  The Association established the Metacomet and Mattabesett Trails in Connecticut in 1931, and through the hard work of our volunteers and the good will of civic-minded landowners, we have maintained these trails as open-to-the-public hiking trails ever since.  We strongly support the designation of these trails as a National Scenic Trail.  We thank Congressman Olver for his vision and thank the Connecticut delegation for their co-sponsorship and support."

    Co-sponsors of the bill include Representatitves Richard Neal (D-MA), John Larson (D-CT), Joe Courtney (D-CT), Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and Chris Murphy (D-CT).

     For more information, contact Jamie Fosburg of the National Parks Service at 617-223-5191.
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