
OLVER VEHICLE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AMENDMENT ADDED TO INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS BILL

  
        WASHINGTON ­ Today Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) offered an amendment to the FY08 Interior Appropriations Bill encouraging the EPA to promptly issue a decision on the State of California's December 2005 petition for a waiver to enact car emissions standards that would reduce greenhouse gasses from vehicles.

     The Appropriations Committee voted in favor of including the amendment in the FY08 Interior Appropriations Bill.

  The text of the amendment, as approved, follows:

   "The transportation sector accounts for approximately one third of CO2 emissions within the United States.  A reduction in vehicle emission levels will provide a significant public health benefit from decreased levels of respiratory illness and mitigation of global climate change forcing pollutants.  In the absence of action by the federal government, the State of California, with the support of at least 11 other states, has proactively developed standards to address passenger car, light-duty truck, and medium duty passenger vehicle greenhouse gas emissions.  The Committee strongly encourages the EPA to promptly issue a decision on the State of California's December 2005 petition for a waiver to enact car emissions standards that would reduce greenhouse gases from vehicles by 30 percent by 2016.  In light of the 2006 report by the National Academies of Sciences recommending a two-year limit on all waiver reviews, the committee believes it is reasonable to expect the Agency to issue this waiver no later then December 31, 2007.  If the EPA is unable to issue a decision by that date, the committee expects the EPA to provide a report detailing why the review could not be completed by that date, the current status of the review, and a timeline for completion of any remaining phase of the review."
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