
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $375,000 FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY

  
       WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $375,000 to allow the city of Leominster to expand the Law Enforcement Information and Analysis Sharing Network to include additional communities in North Central Massachusetts.       

        Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Commerce, Justice, State (CJS) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 26.  Olver is on the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.       

         The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president’s desk to be signed into law.       

        This funding will allow the City of Leominster Police Department to further the data sharing initiative started in 2005.  The Initiative links together community systems in participating departments to access and share information on a real-time basis.       

        "I am pleased to provide funding to allow additional police departments to further enhance the cooperative partnerships that have been established," Olver said.  "The additional information this technology will provide will undoubtedly make street officers that patrol our communities, as well as the citizens who live there, safer."       

        Currently, communities that enjoy the system are Fitchburg, Leominster, Gardner, Ashburnham, Winchendon, Lunenburg, Westminster and Shirley.  This funding will allow the departments in Orange, Athol, Ashby, Sterling, Hubbardston, Templeton and Fitchburg State College PD to be added.       

        The tri-city are of Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner has seen a dramatic increase in drug trafficking over the last several years.  Because drug-related crime is extremely mobile, law enforcement agencies need to coordinate on a regional basis.  Speeding the flow of intelligence and information is a logical step to further increasing the effectiveness of law enforcement.       
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