
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $2.5 MILLION FOR CTAA'S DIAL-A-RIDE &amp;amp; JOBLINKS PROGRAMS

  
       WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $2.5 million for the Community Transportation Association (CTAA).

   These funds will be used to provide $700,000 in assistance to Community Transit Services based in Athol, and $700,000 for Berkshire Rides based in the Northern Berkshires.  The balance of the funds will go to CTAA's national JOBLINKS program, a special national effort to provide importation resources and demonstrations in employment transportation.

    Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Transportation and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 24.  Olver is Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and HUD and worked in that role to secure the funding from the Federal Highway Administration.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

$700,000 for Community Transit Services (CTS)

   Community Transit Services (CTS), Inc., a non-profit public transportation provider based in Athol, provides transit services to residents in the North Quabbin region to access employment, job training, education, medical care, and other quality of life services, as well as late night, early morning, and weekend service for work trips.

  CTS's service area includes the rural communities along Route 2 commonly referred to as the Northern Tier and its ridership has continued to increase each year.  The CTS Dial-A-Ride program provides feeder service to the G-Link system operated in the Northern Tier as a fixed-route scheduled transportation service connecting Greenfield and Gardner.

  "Services provided by CTS are particularly important to people with disabilities, senior citizens and the working poor who are unable to use the fixed route service because of the distance from their homes to the bus stops," Olver said.

  For further information on CTS, contact:  Fran Gromelski, Director of CTS at 978-575-0805

$700,000 for Berkshire Rides

 This funding will be used to support and expand community transportation services in the Northern Berkshires operated by Berkshire Rides formerly known as the Transportation Association of Northern Berkshire (TANB).   Berkshire Rides is a non-profit organization that works to improve public transportation access for residents in the towns of Florida, Clarksburg, Savoy, Cheshire, North Adams, Adams and Williamstown.

   Started in 2002, in recognition of the special need for transportation to work-related activities the effort has grown considerably over the last several years.   Berkshire Rides celebrates its fifth anniversary this August and has provided 200,000 trips during this period.

    Berkshire Rides also works with the Berkshire Regional Transit Administration (BRTA) to coordinate rides through a call center in North Adams, which also serves as a clearinghouse for local transportation information.

    These funds will assist the organization in expanding its employment transportation needs as well as helping to expand services to young people that include working with local organizations like the United Way and the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition.

  "There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation services in the northern Berkshire region," Olver said. "Berkshire Rides has worked hard to help close the gap in public transportation services. However, there are still unmet transportation needs in northern Berkshire County. This funding will build on the progress we have made in public transportation services in the region."

  Further information on Berkshire Rides, contact: Jana Brule, director of Berkshire Rides at 413-664-0300
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