
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $325,000 FOR CREATION OF GARDNER COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

  
       WASHINGTON, D.C. ­ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $325,000 to go towards the renovation of 3 floors of an elementary school in downtown Gardner to create a community health center.  Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 24.  Olver is the Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and HUD, and worked in that role to secure the funding through HUD.  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.  The Gardner Community Health Center will be a comprehensive facility for primary health care, dental services, mental health and pharmacy services to greater Gardner area residents, without regard to insurance coverage or ability to pay for services. Four health care providers trained as family practitioners, two dental providers and 1.6 full-time equivalent mental health providers will staff the Gardner Health Center.   "An estimated 12 percent of Gardner area residents have no health insurance," Olver said. "When you include people who have inadequate health insurance coverage, that number rises to about 29 percent. The need is great"  Olver is a member of the Congressional Community Health Center Caucus, which works to increase funding for community health centers and open more of them throughout the nation.  "Community health centers are one of the most efficient ways to provide quality health care to the poor and underserved," Olver added. "They provide critical services, including preventative care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren¹t receiving necessary medical services elsewhere."  The health center moved its operation this spring to the Mary Kane School Building, a former elementary school donated to CHC by the city of Gardner. The building is located at 175 Connors St. in downtown Gardner, conveniently located on the main bus route. It will be a satellite of Community Health Connections (CHC) Family Health Center of Fitchburg (www.chcfhc.org).  "These funds will go toward the Gardner Community Health Center Capital Improvement Campaign to complete renovation of the Mary Kane building in Gardner," said Robert Johnson, Executive Director of the CHC Family Health Center.  "Specifically, it would go toward the completion of the third floor which will house the new mental health department."   Originally built in 1900, the Mary Kane building has four stories and 15,000 square feet. The renovation will include the ground floor and floors 2 and 3, totaling 12,000 square feet. The new health center will have 10 examining rooms, three dental areas, nine offices and sufficient support space to accommodate the 7,500 patients expected to visit the center per year, totaling 20,000 visits annually.    The presence of the facility in the community will provide employment and health care education and training opportunities to residents in an area with a high unemployment rate by creating about 50 new jobs.  
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