Olver Makes Economic Argument for Health Care Reform

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today Congressman John Olver delivered the following remarks on the
House floor:

“There are those in America who claim that we can’t fix our broken health care system during
an economic crisis.

The truth is we can’t afford not to fix it. Healthcare premiums have risen every year for more
than a decade; at least 3 times as fast as family incomes have risen.

If we do nothing those rising health insurance premiums will eat up an ever larger slice of family
incomes. Businesses that provide health insurance as a benefit for workers and their families
will be ever more competitively disadvantaged.

That loses jobs that America cannot afford to lose.

Others in America claim that reform will mean a government takeover of healthcare decisions.

The opposite is true. Every American will be able to choose their insurance plan and their
doctor but dropping a person’s coverage because of a preexisting condition will be prohibited
from all insurance plans.

Reform will ensure that the doctor and the family make the critical decisions on needed care.
Now insurance company executives make those decisions and they only care about their
profits.

Wake up America. This is the time for healthcare reform.”




