Olver Announces Over $1 Million Clears House Appropriations Committee for Barre Commons

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Late Tuesday, the House of Representatives Appropriations Committee
approved $1,050,000 for road reconstruction and drainage improvements to Barre Commons in
Barre, MA. Located at the center of Barre, Barre Common contains five intersections of key
roadways. Improvements to the area will include roadway reclamation and resurfacing, curbing
and edging installations, sidewalk and wheelchair ramp construction, sight distance
improvements, buffer island construction, signing and pavement marking installation, and other
associated work.

“Barre Common is in desperate need of safer intersections. Over the past five years, almost five
hundred accidents have occurred in the project area,” said Congressman John Olver.

In addition to intersection redesign, Barre Common is in need of drainage improvements to
address repeated flooding of the Woods Memorial Library and North Park.

“Since 2001, the public library and North Park have experienced severe, repetitive flooding,
putting the library’s resources and town war memorials at risk of being damaged or destroyed.
These are crucial resources for the community and this funding will ensure that they are
preserved,” Congressman John Olver added.

“This project is vital to the community for its historic preservation and safety. The monuments in
North Park are endangered as is the foundation of the Woods Memorial Library due to drainage
issues which the money in this bill will address. For nearly 100 years this community has been
trying to address the problem of traffic safety and this bill is our most viable opportunity to
resolve the issues once and for all,” said Ann Meilus, a town leader on the Barre Commons
project.
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The FY 2011 Transportation HUD Appropriations Bill now awaits consideration by the full House
and Senate.

For more information, please contact Ann Meilus at (978) 355-2289.
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